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By Petition dateq December 14, 1987, Respondent wa charged
With violation of several Bar Ruj s ariSing out of hig wWork in
he probate °f the Estate of g th Keitp Spaulding who dieqg on
May 10, 7980. e gravamen Of the charges was that Responde t
ad neglected legq; matee, entrusted to hip,
charged migyp presentatio
assurance

he p nefiCiaries Over man
ule o ) for Respondent’ failure to
ooperate 2 Bap Counsel' 1 vestigation Of the matter.

n g, nuary 20, 198g there Was 4 hearing Pen ¢4 the Publ;i.
at he Probate Courtroom 1n the Cumberland Ounty Courthouse in
ortland. Threg Witnesses testified Nder Oath including
espondent One o he p nefic1arie Of the Estate and hep

husban ;7 a Numpe - of €xhibji¢ Wereg SCeivey in ey
objection.

* Re pondent has
hat amounts to 5 pattern b egregious ne lect
in failing to Atteng to he distrib ion of he g Stant; 1
aSsetg of the Estat notWithstandi g repeated quiries by the
Complainant. Respond nt Qulg Offep no



for this protracted neglect and there is little point to belabor-
ing the details. The record presents a clear violation of Bar
Rule 3.6(a)(3). Respondent has made a number of statements to
the general effect that he was working on the Estate and that he
expected to conclude the work soon. These statements have been
an integral part of the neglect but they do not furnish a basis
for a separate finding of violation of Rule 3.2(f)(3). The
record does not support a finding that these statements of
intention or promises were knowingly false when made although.it
has become impossible to consider them reliable.

Finally, Respondent admitted that he failed to respond
appropriately to Bar Counsel's inguiries and there is an admitted
violation of Rule 2(c).

Under all the circumstances, the Panel finds probable cause
for the filing of an information seeking Respondent's suspension
or disbarment, and directs Bar Counsel to file such an

information.
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